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INTRODUCTIONS

SHS Counseling Team

 Becky Ludlow, Lead Counselor

 Jeanie Reed, A-Gom

 Robin Little, Gon-N

 Kelly Miller, O-Z

 Cathy Bradshaw, College & Career Readiness 

Specialist



EARLY COLLEGE CREDITS

 3 ways you can get college credits while still in 

high school…

 Advanced Placement
apstudent.collegeboard.org/exploreap

Dual Credit
www.emsisd.com/Page/40589

 Concurrent Enrollment

http://apstudent.collegeboard.org/exploreap
http://www.emsisd.com/Page/40589


TESTING

 The last dates this year for the SAT and ACT if 

you haven’t already registered…

 ACT –
 April 14-register by March 9 

 June 9-register by May 4 

 July 14-register by June 15

 SAT –
May 5-register by April 6 

 June 2-register by May 3 

August 25-register by July 27



STUDENT ATHLETES

 Get registered to play sports in college…

 Register with NCAA Eligibility Center

Division I-III

www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/eligibility-center

 Register with NAIA

 Small schools

www.playnaia.org/eligibility-center

http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/eligibility-center
http://www.playnaia.org/eligibility-center


COLLEGE AND CAREER PLANNING

 Things you should do Spring of Jr 

year to get ready for college…

 Take SAT or ACT

 Narrow down college search

 Begin searching for scholarships

 Visit college campuses

 And…



START WORKING ON APPLICATION ESSAYS

 Apply Texas
 What was the environment in which you were raised? 

Describe your family, home, neighborhood, or 
community, and explain how it has shaped you as a 
person.

 Most students have an identity, an interest, or a talent 
that defines them in an essential way. Tell us about 
yourself.

 You've got a ticket in your hand -- Where will you go? 
What will you do? What will happen when you get 
there?



START WORKING ON APPLICATION ESSAYS

 Common Application
 Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent 

that is so meaningful they believe their application would be 

incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share 

your story.

 The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be 

fundamental to later success. Recount a time when you faced 

a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what 

did you learn from the experience?

 Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or 

idea. What prompted your thinking? What was the outcome?



START WORKING ON APPLICATION ESSAYS

 Common Application (cont.)
 Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. 

It can be an intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical 
dilemma - anything that is of personal importance, no matter the 
scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took or 
could be taken to identify a solution. 

 Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a 
period of personal growth and a new understanding of yourself or 
others.

 Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it 
makes you lose all track of time. Why does it captivate you? What 
or who do you turn to when you want to learn more?

 Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've 
already written, one that responds to a different prompt, or one of 
your own design.



APPLYING TO COLLEGE

 3 ways to apply to college…

 Check the college web site for which to use
Apply Texas at www.applytexas.org

Common App at www.commonapp.org

Some schools have their application on their site

http://www.applytexas.org/
http://www.commonapp.org/


AUTOMATIC ADMISSIONS

 What are the requirements for Automatic 

Admission to Texas public

colleges/universities?

 Top 10% (6% UT Austin)

 Foundation Distinguished Level of Achievement 

graduation plan

 Based on rank at end of 11th grade, middle of 12th

grade, or graduation, whichever is most recent at 

the application deadline.



TRANSCRIPTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

 Getting an official transcript 

and/or letter of 

recommendation…

Order official transcripts 

through parchment.com
We will give students their code 

in May

 Use the online request for 

letters of recommendation

http://www.parchment.com/


FINANCIAL AID

 When can you start looking for scholarships?

 Start early, no later than spring of Jr year.
 See the SHS Counseling Dept. web site

 Use College Guidance Consultants
 Username & PW = EMSISD

 Career Cruising
 Counselors will teach this to students in May



GETTING HELP & INFORMATION

 Online request for  

counselors and 

College/Career 

Readiness Specialist.

 Visit the College and 

Career Center

Remind: text  @co2019shs to 81010

Twitter: @SHSCounselorsTX

Facebook: @SHSCounselorsTX



REMEMBER

 Students are responsible to make sure they have 
all of the credits needed to graduate and earn an 
endorsement.

 You will build your requested schedule April 16-17.

 To change your schedule for 2018-19, the window 
will be May 21-25. (There will be an electronic 
form.) 

 Your requested schedule might change if…
 You do not have a prerequisite.

 You need a course for graduation.

 Staff changes over the summer.

No schedule changes will be made in August


